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four echevins and an usher*. The primary condition of
membership was apparently the obligation to be at 'scot
and lot', that is, to share in the common charges of
the community. The ordinances of the gild merchant
were enforced in the gild court, which dealt with pleas
relating to the colouring of goods, refusals to share purchases
and other offences against the privileges of the gild-brethren2.
Probably, however, commercial matters were more fre-
quently relegated to the borough courts; at Southampton
the connexion between the gild merchant and the court leet
was extremely close, and here the regulations of the gild seem
to have been carried out in the court leet3.
The exact position occupied by the gild merchant and Relation ol
its relation to the borough community have been the subject ^JjJ^
of much controversy4. It is clear that it was not merely a and the
private commercial association devoid of official powers
or prestige, nor on the other hand did it coincide with the
administrative organization of the borough. It was an
important element in the civic constitution, but it was sub-
ordinate to and not identical with the municipal govern-
ment. It dealt primarily with the supervision and control
of the trade monopoly, and though there was a growth of
other functions they proceeded one and all from this cardinal
obligation. The core of the burghal polity was not the
gild merchant but the borough court5, which was responsible
for the assessment, collection and payment of the firma
burgi*, the administration of police and justice, and the
election of the borough officers. Apart from a difference
of functions, there were differences of membership and
organization. Burgesses were charged with all the liabili-
ties and duties of citizenship : they filled municipal offices,
served on juries, kept watch and ward, suppressed riots and
disorder, answered the call to arms in defence of the town,
1 Oak Book of Southampton, i. 25 ; Gross, Gild Merchant, i. 26.
1 Pollock and Maitland, History of English Law (2nd ed.), i. 668.
8 F. J. C. Hearnshaw, Leet Jurisdiction in England (1908), 209 ; South-
ampton Court Leet Records, p. xx.
* Cf, Gross, Gild Merchant, i. chapter v.; and Tait, in The English
Historical Review, xlv. 530 seq.
8 See supra, p. 217.                                           ' Supra, p. 215.